
HOUSTON CAKE CLUB 
 

 

January 26, 2016 – Meeting Minutes 
 
Held at Larry’s Arts and Crafts 

Pasadena, Texas  

 
In lieu of a demonstration this month, P.J. Jenkins gave a very informative discussion 

regarding tax tips for a home-based bakery business and also provided a handout 

containing some sample of forms she uses to track her business expenditures. 

 

Refreshments this month were provided by Kathy Brinkley. 

 

President, Jan Hutto, called the meeting to order at 11:14 AM.  There were 18 members 

and 2 guests present. 

 

Going around the room, everyone introduced themselves. 

 

Bonnell Templet presented the November minutes for club approval, there were no 

December minutes due to the Christmas party which took the place of our December 

meeting.  Susan Shannon moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Pat Weiner 

seconded the motion and motion passed. 

 

Helen Osteen presented the Treasurer’s report for November and December 2015.    The 

beginning balance for November was $11,715.19 and the ending balance was $11,680.39.  

The beginning balance for December was $11,680.39 and the ending balance was 

$11,193.64.  The only activity during these months was receipt of membership dues.  Kathy 

Brinkley made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Bonnell Templet seconded 

the motion and it passed on vote. 

 

The 2016 refreshment and demonstration sheet and sign in book were passed around the 

room for the members to sign.  Kathy reminded everyone that February is the annual 

Larry’s Appreciation Luncheon and we will have a potluck lunch in place of normal 

refreshments.   We still need a demonstration for February. 

 
Jan thanked PJ for her informative presentation and thanked Kathy for the refreshments.  

She inquired if anyone had any announcements they wanted to make at this time.  There 

were none. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
There was no unfinished business. 

 

OLD  BUSINESS 

 
Christmas Party – comments were solicited.  Some people stated they liked the food, 

others stated they did not like the food.  It seemed to depend on the entrée.  Everyone 

felt the view was nice and the service was good. 



 
Ronald McDonald House charity – the donations were delivered and JoeAnne Renteria 

posted some pictures taken that day onto our Facebook page. 

 

Larry’s Appreciation Pot Luck dinner – this will be next month and everyone is asked to 

bring a dish to share. 

 

Debbie Brown Classes – Helen states there are only 29 class spots sold of the 120 spots 

available.  Most of the spots taken are for the first three days of classes.  Debbie’s 

minimum is 10-15 students.  The question was asked if we had advertised the classes on 

Facebook and on our website and the answer was yes.  Also asked if Debbie would come 

for just 3 classes and how long can we wait before deciding on going forward or not?  

Can she come next September 2016 for our CDE?  PJ asked if Debbie is teaching the 

same content in San Antonio that she plans to teach in Houston?  PJ feels that if so that 

could be affecting our sales.  Contracturally Debbie needs 60 days notice for 

cancellation.  If we agree to go ahead with the classes we must pay the minimum no 

matter the enrollment.  Lori states that if we cancel, Debbie would probably cancel San 

Antonio as well.  Helen feels sure the minimum is 15 students.  PJ wonders how canceling 

will affect our relationship with Debbie going forward.  Helen states Debbie is aware that 

enrollment in cake classes all over the country is down. 

 

Bonnell made a motion to cancel the classes scheduled for March/April and reschedule 

for September if Debbie is willing.  Pat seconded the motion.  Discussion – it was suggested 

we offer Debbie three options.   

Option A – host three classes instead of six with a minimum of 10 students.   

Option B – Ask her to come in September for our CDE and have classes at that time. 

Option C – Cancel outright 

 

Bonnell amended her motion to state that the Club would contact Debbie Brown and 

offer her the three options outlined above.  Pat seconded the motion and the motion 

passed on vote. 

 

Website & Domain name ownership – Lori states she is still working on obtaining the 

information on how to change to the Club’s ownership. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Dues – Jan reminded everyone that Club dues expire on January 31st and that in order to 

vote in next month’s Board elections dues must be paid by the end of the January 

meeting. 

 

CDE – Jan stated we need to start planning our annual event.  She asked if anyone had 

any new ideas for venues, to bring it to our next meeting. 

 

New Product – Kathy has been in touch with Yvette Humbert regarding a class she wants 

to bring to HCC that would involve a demonstration of a new product called Flexique.  It is 

similar to Cake Dress but is a flexible, fabric-like, edible product.  The class content would 

consist of introduction and demonstration of the product and learning to make a rose 

using the product.  It would be a four hour class on Monday, March 7th and would cost 

$100 and would be taught by the creators of the product.  Lori feels it is too expensive and 



is basically a demonstration of a new product with a rose thrown in.   Members agreed 

that there was no interest in the class. 

 
Board Nominations – Jan opened the floor for nominations for our bi-annual board 

election to take place at the February meeting.  She reminded everyone that the person 

nominated must be available to accept or decline the nomination.   

 

Helen stated that Retta Pryor called her and e-mailed her a nomination for Lori Gust for 

the position of President but the nomination falls outside of the criteria outlined in our By-

Laws which state that nominations must come from the floor at the January meeting.  Due 

to this, the nomination was disqualified. 

 

The nominations received are as follows: 

 
President 

Sue Blume nominated Pat Weiner - accepted 

Elma Vega nominated Lori Gust - accepted  

PJ Jenkins nominated Jan Hutto - declined  

 

Vice President 

Sandra Hughes nominated Sue Blume - accepted 

Maricela Vilchis nominated PJ Jenkins - declined 

 

Secretary 

Pat Weiner nominated PJ Jenkins - declined 

Helen Osteen nominated Sandra Hughes - declined 

Bonnell Templet nominated Eunice Estrada - accepted 

Maricela Vilchis nominated Bonnell Templet - declined 

Elma Vega nominated Nancy Olivares - accepted per phone 

  
Treasurer 

Helen Osteen nominated Susan Shannon - accepted 

PJ Jenkins nominated Helen Osteen – declined 

Elma Vega nominated JoeAnne Renteria – accepted per phone 

 

Bonnell made a motion to close nominations, PJ Jenkins seconded and the motion passed 

on vote.  Jan stated that ballots will be sent via e-mail and USPS mail to members in case 

they are not going to be present at the February but members present at the meeting can 

vote in person. 

 

The ballot next month will be as follows: 

 

President 

Pat Weiner 

Lori Gust 

 
Vice President 

Sue Blume 

 

Secretary 

Eunice Estrada 



Nancy Olivares 

 

 

Treasurer 

Susan Shannon 

JoeAnne Renteria  

 

 

 

New By-Law Proposition – Lori Gust proposed an amendment to the By-Laws: 
 

“All expenses over $100 shall be voted on and approved by the membership at a regularly 

scheduled meeting prior to spending the money. If there is an emergency and moneys over $100 is 

spent without prior approval, the member spending the money will not be reimbursed until the 

expenditure has been voted on and approved at the next regularly scheduled meeting. If the 

membership does not approve the emergency expenditure at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting, the expenditure will become the responsibility of the member and will not be reimbursed 

by the club treasurer.”  

 

This will be presented, discussed and voted on at next month’s meeting. 

 

February Texas ICES DOS – to be held 2/7 in Conroe.  Kathy stated that Dena Collins will be 

teaching an alligator class at Kathy’s cake studio on Saturday, 2/6. 

 

Sandra Hughes stated she felt it is rude for club members to hold conversations during the 

meeting when others are speaking. 

 

Last call for raffle tickets.  The raffle this month contains:  butterfly cutters, flower blossom 

plunger cutters, a flower cutter, and gold, silver, and green metallic dust. 

 

The raffle was won by Mariceli Vilchis. 

 

Jan adjourned the meeting at 12:16 PM. 

 

 
Minutes were recorded and submitted by Bonnell Templet 

 
 
 
 
 


